27 September 2018 (for immediate release)

Press release by the Members of the Informal Ministerial Network for

the International Criminal Court

At the annual meeting of the Informal Ministerial Network for the International Criminal Court (ICC), the
Members celebrated the milestone 20" anniversary of the Rome Statute and reiterated their
commitment to the ICC as the centerpiece of the international criminal justice system. The Court is a

fundamental part of a rules-based order.

In a roundtable discussion with the ICC Prosecutor, Ms. Fatou Bensouda, Members of the Network
described the adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998 as a moment of collective commitment to the fight
against impunity and underscored the necessity of making the Rome Statute a universal treaty. The
Members recommitted themselves to working towards universality of the Rome Statute and to making

use of all appropriate diplomatic channels and occasions to this end.

The Members also recalled the importance of the Court’s principle of complementarity — the ICC is a
court of last resort, which only steps in if the national judiciaries are unwilling or unable to investigate
and prosecute. The Court’s work is therefore intrinsically linked with broader justice efforts, whether
such efforts are pursued through national judiciaries, international investigative bodies or international
judicial cooperation, they share a common objective: to ensure that justice is served for the victims of
the worst crimes under international law. To this end, the Members highlighted the obligation to

cooperate with the Court, which is necessary for its effectiveness and for the integrity of its proceedings.

The activation of the ICC’s jurisdiction over the crime of aggression was welcomed as a historic leap
forward in ensuring that the perpetrators of the most serious forms of the illegal use of force can be

held to account at the international level.

% % % %k %

Background: The Informal Ministerial Network for the ICC is comprised of over 30 Ministers from all
regions of the world and is coordinated by the Foreign Minister of Liechtenstein.
Contact: Mr. Sina Alavi, Legal Adviser — Permanent Mission of Liechtenstein to the United Nations, New

York (t) +1 212 599 0220 ext. 230 (e) sa@nyc.llv.li
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Slovenia H.E. Mr. Miro Cerar, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
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